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A ſuccint Account of the LIFE and 
Tranſactions of that great but unfor- 
tunate Artiſt. 
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Moderate and impartial ConjeRures, of what 
might moſt probably be the Cauſe of bis de- 
viating from the Line of Prudence and In- 
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IMPARTIAL ind Grnvine 


HISTORY, ec. 


0 trace che various aQtions of > INR 
life to their ſource, is beyond human 
reaſon © each mind-has i its own bias ; and 
what motive is the cauſe of ene lies 
ſolely 1 in the breaſt of each. individual. - 


Conjecture is but uncertainty, at the 

beſt: we cannot ſee into the mind of 
man; therefore words and appearances are 
all we have to go by, and by which we 
are ever liable to be deceived. 


poperty is EG child of 8 1 
when that runs into error, Pity is the con- 
ſtant attendant; yet the laws of ee 
muſt be ſatisfied for the eme good. 


B The 
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Ihe various ſtimulatives to evil actions 
proceed from different cauſes: Vice is a 
tempting harlot, and captivates the un- 
thinking by many ways; the gaming: table 
and the brothel have brought many to a fatal 
end: the apparent caule takes away that pity 
which would naturally foliow the ignomi- 
nious death of a fellow creature, 


Ignorance, or low-breeding, find ſome 
excuſe with the enlightened and bene- 
volent; but when a perſon poſſeſſed of 
the moſt ſplendid gifts of Nature and For- 
tune, commits a crime againſt his under- 
ſtanding, and the laws of ſociety, pity is 
turned into amazement, and Nature ſeems 
to be cruel to her moſt favorite child, by 
making him go retrograde to the principle 
ſhe at firſt laid down for him. A tender 
parent, an affectionate huſband, a capital 
artiſt, a mind capable of the moſt friendly 
ſentiments, a favorite with his moſt gra— 
cious Sovereign and his amiable Conſort; 
beloved, reſpected, regarded in a manner 
ſuperior to the dignity "of A title; ſuch is 
the ſud ect of the following narrative, of 

whom 
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whom we ean only fay; in the words of 
Hamlet, ns 9 nn a REY is here! * 


The unßortünte lubiect of this narra- 
tive is the eldeſt of ſeven ſons belonging 
to Mr. Edward 'Ryland, formerly of the 
Old-Bailey, London, copper-plate printer; 
five of whom are now living. In juſtice to 


the memory of the late Mr. Ryland, we 


cannot help obſerving, that althougk his 
family were ſo numerous, he diſcharged the 


duty of a parent, by giving them a liberal 


education, and providing for them in ſuch 
a manner, according to their different ge- 
niuses, ſo as to enſure them with care a com- 


fortable ſubſiſtence in a genteel ſphere of 


life: ſorry are we to add, that ſome of them 
have ſince deviated from the maxims pre- 
ſcribed by their indulgent parent, which 


had they ſtrictly adhered to, this narrative 


would never have made its appearance in 
public. An uncommon genius for draw- 
ing having very early diſcovered itſelf in 
Mr. William Wynne Ryland, who is the 
unfortunate ſubject of theſe pages; his fa- 


ther very prudently put him apprentice to 
B 2 | the 
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the juſtly-celebrated Mr. Rayenet, late of 
Lambeth-marſh, - engraver, who ſoon diſ- 
covered in his pupil a moſt uncommon 
taſte for the polite arts, and which he en- 
deaygured to cultivate with the | greateſt 
aſſiduity. During his apprenticeſhip, he 
ſignalized himſelf greatly as an artiſt; and, 
by ſome of his productions at chat time, 
laid a foundation for his future fame. At 
the expiration of the time for which he Was 
articled to Mr. Ravenet, he commenced 
buſineſs- for himſelf, with the higheſt repu- 
tation, both as an artiſt and gentleman, 
Shortly. after, through the aſſiſtance. of his 
worthy friend and godfather, the late Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynne, (after whom he 
was named) he ſet out on a tour through 
Europe, to complete his ſtudies, in com- 
_ pany with Mr. H, a gentleman. who 
now enjoys an independent fortune in the 
county of Cornwall, and Mr. Gabriel 
f Smith, an engraver of diſtinguiſhed abili- 
ties, now reſident in London, This ſelect 
party could not fail to be agreeable to each 
other, as they had been formerly ſchool- 
fellows, and gesch enjoyed the ſame prin- 
| ciples 
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ciples of religion, which are ſaid to be of 
the Romiſh perſuaſion, During Mr, Ry- 
land's refidence in France, he worked under 
ſome of the beſt maſters for improvement, 
where he conſiderably increaſed his reputa- 
tion as an artiſt, At Paris he gave ſuch con- 
vincing proofs of his great abilities, as to 
obtain-him an honorary gold medal from the 
Society for the encouragement of Arts. Be- 
ſides the great applauſe he gained by this 
mark of reſpect ſhewn bim by the Pariſian 
artiſts, this medal alſo entitled him to purſue 
his ſtudies gratis at the Academy in Rome, 
which he afterwards did with univerſal 
approbatoh. | 


a After a few years ſpent in improving 
bis judgement in foreign Countries, he 
returned with the higheſt eclat to his 
native home, Evgland.1 and intro- 
duced the preſent very faſhionable | and 
admired art of engraving in imitation of 
chalk drawings, which he has fince prac 
tiſed with uncommon . ſucceſs. Shortly 
after his return to England, the demiſe of 


his late Majeſty happening, and the ac- 


ceding of his preſent Majeſty to the throne, 
the 
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the appoint ment of engraver to his perſon 
was offered to the preſent celebrated Mr. 
Strange, which he declining on account of his 
political principles, Mr, leyland ſucceeded, 
with an annexed falary of two hundred 
pounds per annum. He was now em- 
ployed by his Majeſty to engrave a whole- 
length figure of his perſon, from a very 
fine picture painted by Mr. Ramſey ;* 
this he executed in ſo maſterly a man- 
ner as gained him the higheſt eſteem 
from his ſovereign, and univerſal ad- 
miration from the public. After which 
he was employed alſo to engrave whole- 
length figures of the Queen, and Lord Bute, 
from the ſaid admired Painter; which he 
executed with the ſame degree of perfec- 
tion. In the year 1762 an unfortunate event 
happened in Mr. Ryland's family, which 
we would willingly draw a veil over; but 
the impartiality we wiſh to adhere: to, 
through this narrative, obliges us to re- 
late. A brother to the unfortunate gentle- 
man who is the ſubject of theſe pages, re- 


* Now in Guild-hall. 
turning 
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turning from a fox-hunt at Brentford, and 
appearing to be much inebriated, ſtopt a 
carriage, in which were two ladies, +whom 
he robbed of a few Shillings ; an alarm 
being given, he was inſtantly purſued, and 
taken; for this offence he was tried at Croy- 
don, convicted, and a day appointed for 
his execution : but on the morning of the 
fatal day, a reſpite was obtained from his 
Majeſty, through the ſole intereſt of that 
Gentleman, who is now ſo ynhappily cir- 
cumſtanced himſelf, We now moſt ear- 
neſtly recommend it_ to our readers, not 
to involve this unhappy family in more 
affliction, by any ſevere reflexions, on ac- 
count of the above anecdote, the Gentle- 


+ This tory 18 otherwiſe. related, and if true, 


ſeems to be too much of a frolic to be puniſhed with 
Death. 5 
Mr. R—— 4d being with ſome of his gay com- 
panions in Covent garden, and having ſpent all 
their money, propoſed to recruit their pockets, by 
making depredations on the road ; this being una- 
nimouſly agreed to, they toſſed up which ſhould be 
the firſt adventurer; when the lot fell upon 
R d Who's was ſo near ſuffering for his temeri- 


ty and folly. 


fatal 
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man alluded to, having, ever fince that un- 
fortunate event, maintained an unblemiſhed 
character, and now lives in the higheſt re- 
pute. The only apology we can make for 
the painful recita! is, that we are actuated 
by no other motive, than ſhewing the 


extraordinary eſteem the late vahappy 


Mr. Ryland was at that time heldin, even 


by Majeſty itſelf: the recollection of which, 


In a breaſt ſo fraught with humanity, as that 
of our moſt gracious Sovereign,” we 'moſt 
fervently wiſhed would have in 
W of that unfortunate man. 


We beg pardon of: our eters 80 this di- 
greſſion, and ſhall now reſume our. narra- 


tive. Mr. Ryland was on the pinna- 
cle of fame, admired and reſpected by all 
that knew him. Amongſt the many capi- 


tal productions of this artiſt, is an admired | 
print, taken from a ſtory in Plutarch, where 
a young gentleman is repreſented dying 


with love for his mother in law, an amia- 


ble young lady, and perfect, beauty: a phy- 
ſician attending declares to cher father, that 
nothing can fave his ſon's life but the re- 


linquiſhing 
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lnquiſhing to him his wife; which the 
fond parent, rather than loſe his fon, at 

length conſents to. It is impoffible to 
enumerate the various productions of this 
great artiſt; ſuffice it to ſay, that the more 
pieces he produced, the more he gained 
the admiration of the public. A few years 
fince, Mr. Ryland being tired of a ſedentary | 
life, determined to embark in a more pub- 
lic line of buſineſs, and accordingly entered 
into Are with a BG, 122 and 


. ” 
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they carried on a very nen Ls a 
conſiderable time, which, at length they 
were obliged to relinquiſh, through con- 
fiderable loſſes i in trade; and a ftatute of 
bankruptcy was awarded againſt | them. 
After this, Mr. Ryland lived private ſome 
time at . when he again com- 
menced ſhopkeeper in the Strand, which 
he ſoon after quitted, and retired to a private 
houſe at Knightſbridge, where he reſided 
at the time of the late unfortunate event. 


c SY > Mr. 
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Mr. Ryland was about fifty- four years 8 


of age; had an amiable and indulgent wife, 


and fix children, now living ; four of whom 
are ſaid to be in France; and a young 
lady about twenty-five years of age, a na- 
tural child, who, it is thought, will excel 


all her competitors in the polite art of 


Painting, is alſo ſaid to be daughter to this 
unfortunate Gentleman. | 


After taking! A retroſpective vi view of the 
character of Mr. Ryland, from his infancy 
to the preſent year, we cannot meet with 
one vice to which he was addicted; on 
the contrary, - his good ſenſe, politeneſs, | 
generoſity, condeſcention, and great affa- 
bility, had endeared him to all his ac- 


quaintance: when lo! on the gth of April 
laſt, the following extraordinary adver- 


tiſement appeared in all the public papers, 


to the aſtoniſhment of the whole kingdom. 


« A FORGERY. 


„. Whereas WILLIAM Wynne RyLanD 


«* ſtands charged before the Right Ho- 
* nourable 


11 ] 

nourable the Lord Mayor, on ſuſpicion 
« of feloniouſly and falſely making, forg- 
* ing and counterfeiting an acceptance to 
two bills of exchange, for payment of 
« 71141. and for publiſhing the ſame as 
«© true, well knowing them to have been 
&« ſo falſely made and counterfeited, with 
ce intent to cheat and defraud the United 
25 Fat. India Company. 


cc 


= Whoever will when; or cauſe the 
„ ſaid WILLIAM WyYnNE RYLAND to be 
„ apprehended, and delivered up to juſtice, 
< ſhall receive a reward of Three Hundred 
Pounds, to be paid by Peter Michell, 
« Eſqq; Secretary of the ſaid Company, 
« immediately after his being apprehended 
4 and delivered up to a TIE: 


, The ſaid William Wynne Ryland i is 
«an engraver, and formerly kept a print- 
« ſhop in Cornhill, London, in partnerſhip 
« with Mr. Bryer, deceaſed. He has a 
« houſe at Knightſbridge, which he left on 


« Tueſday the iſt of April, inſtant, and 
ce was ſeen in London that day, about 
| 0 2 1 11 
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e 11 or 12 o'clock. © He is about 530 years 
« of: age, about five feet nine inches bigh, 
ce. wears a wig, with A club or queue, and 
ce his own hair turned over in front; 2 
&« black complexion, thin face, with ſtrong 
cc lines; his common coyntenance very 

« grave, but whilſt he ſpeaks, rather 
cc ſmiling, and ſhews his teeth, and has 
ce great affability i in his manner.“ J 


2d 1 1783. 


1 et of the above dear. 
ment, on the 25th of April information 
Was given at the Public Office in Bow- 
ſtreet, of the place of his concealment ; 
when two of Sir Sampſon Wright's men 
were inſtantly diſpatched to a little houſe, 

near Stepney, to apprehend him: on their 
entering the room he immediately cut his 
throat, in a moſt ſhocking manner, with a 
razor which lay near him on the table; a 
ſurgeon was inftantly ſent for, who. cloſed 
the wound; but, from the loſs of blood, 

he was incapable of being removed that 
night; and a guard was accordingly placed 
over him 1 in the houſe, 4 


On 
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On the morning following, Mr. Ryland 
was brought from Stepney, to the Public- 
Office in HBow-- ſtreet, when, after a ſhort 
examination, he was committed to Tothill- 
fields Bridewell; the ſurgeon who —— 
his wound: „ ir not nen 


The e s ks "which Mr, 
Ryland was diſcovered, claims particular 
notice in this narrative. Mr. . Ryland, 
having diſguiſed himſelf in an old brown 
coat, with a green apron, and worſted 
nightcap, and aſſuming the name of Jack- 
ſon, took lodgings, as before obſerved, in 
A little houſe, near Stepney. 


In this HEE a ” ood his wite 
lodged on the ground- -floor. The ſeam 
in the back of one of Kyland's ſhoes be- 
ing burſt out, he had the cobler up ſt rs 
to mend it. The cobler ſaid, * muſt | 
have the ſhoe away with him; to which 
Ryland objected, and ſaid he had better 
make him a new pair. Then, ſaid the 
cobler, I muſt have your ſhoe with me: 
Ryland declined letting him have the ſhoe; 

and 


1 14 J 


and when the cobler was gone, he paſted 
a bit of paper on the mark of his own 
name, which was ſtamped, and ſent him 
the ſhoe, The cobler's curioſity, and alſo 
that of his wife, being raiſed to ſee the 
name, they examined; and finding it to be 
' Ryland, and having obſerved the thief- 
takers to be much about in that neigh- 
bourhood, their ſuſpieions were confirmed 
beyond a doubt; . and the wife took à coach 
to the India-houſe. She then acquainted 
the Secretary with her | buſineſs,” and re- 
quired a promiffory note for { 300. fearing 
the money might otherwiſe be divided 
amongſt other Claimants. She then drove 
to Bow-ſtreet, and eturned home with two 
of Sir Sampſon * 's men, as before 


f 


related. eee 


On Friday, Jos 6th, the Grand Jury at 
Hicks's-Hall found a true bill againſt 
Mr. William Wynne Ryland, for forgery 
on the Eaſt-India Company, when Mr. 
Ryland petitioned the Court then fitting at 
the Old- Bailey o ** his tryal to the 
8 following 
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with. 


On Wedneſday July 23, the Seffions 


again commenced at the Old-Bailey, and 


the trial of Mr. Ryland came on the Satur- 


day following, July 27th; on the morning 
of which, he was removed from Tothill- 


fields Bridewell, to Newgate. 


As this trial has excited the curiofity of 
the public, to an extraordinary degree, we 
ſhall now lay before our readers an im- 


partial detail thereof, together with the 
Priſoner's defence. 


. 
3 1 
Mr. WILLIAM WyNNE RyLAup. 
| FY . | ö 


IN the indictment were eight counts; 


tour of which were for forgery, two for 


utttering with an intent to defraud the 
Eaſt-India Company, and two with intent 
jt 55 


following Seffions, which was e 
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to defraud the parties to whoth the _ was 
tendered. 


The bill charged 't6 be forged was a 
bill of exchange, drawn at Fort St. George, 
in the Eaſt-Indies, by John Smith and 
Hector Munro, pay able to Captain Dugald 
Campbell, or order, either twelve or twenty 
four months after ſight, in option of the 
Court of Directors, for 510 pagoda's, bear- 
ing five per cent intereſt, It was accepted 
by Richard Holt, by, order at the Neri 

at twelve months. IC 8 | ; 


The Priſoner ; le not guilty, Mr. 
| Roſe opened the evidence on the part of 

the Crown, by declaring how unpleaſing a 

taſk it was on his part to ſtate to the Court 
a buſineſs of the preſent nature. He ſhould 
not ſay a word on the nature of the crime, 
but only remind the Jury, the | ſole object 
of their attention was the uttering, know- 
ing it to be forged. He obſerved, the 
' Preſidents in India draw bills on the Eaft= 
Toda ee which bills my _ 


'S, | 5 
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- The Priſoner diſcounted a real bill of 
this kind on the 19th of September, 1782: 
in November following, he publiſhed a 
forged bill, which was an exa& copy of 
the other. He tated the mode of accept» 
ing bills at the India-Houſe, and the 
various facts to be adduced in evidence, for 
the purpoſe of diſcriminating the forged 
bill from the. true one, It would lie upon 
the Priſoner to ſhew how he came by the 
ſecond bill : .on the circumſtances of the 


caſe therefore; it now reſted on the Jury © to 
determine. py 


5 William Moreland, a banker, —knows 
Mr. Ryland—had no tranſaction with 


him himſelf ; but William . his 
clerk, had. 


William Wilkeinſon. On the 4th or 5th 
of November, Mr. Ryland offered his note 
to obtain money, with India bills, 2s a 
_ collateral ſecurity : he marked the notes, 
but not having marked the bills, he can- 
not ſwear that the bill now-ſhewn him, was 
one of the bills which he took from him 


'D the 
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the numbers from; but there was one 
for C. 210. dated April 28. He tied up 
the bills, but there is no mark of his on 
them. He put them in a box; cannot 
ſay whoſe cuſtlody the bills have been ſince 
in. He took five bills and marked the 
papers they were put in, but cannot ſay 
this bill is one of them. He delivered the 
five bills to one of the partners in the back 
e he thinks to Mr. Moreland. 


Cos examined. He put the bills in- 
to a Box; the partners had acceſs to the 
bills; he cannot account for them after 
he delivered them to the partner; he has 

known the priſoner four years; his 
character always has been unexception- 
able. 95 


Mr. Moreland, hearing of a forgery, 
took the five bills from Mr. Wilkinſon, 
and carried them to the India-houſe, to be 
examined: one of the directors took them, 
and gave them to a clerk, who carried 
them away. The bill now ſhown he can- 
Fi een | c +6915 7-20: er 
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not ſwear to be one of thoſe, not having 
his ind on it. 


| Mr. Hamerſly ſaid, the initials on the 
bills produced are in. his hand wri- 
ting. He wrote them at the India-Houſe 
on the foth of April laſt, when he pre- 
ſented, the Bill, which was refuſed. On 
his croſs:examination ſaid; from his tranſ- 
actions with Mr. Ryland; he always had 
reaſon. to believe him a yy woe 
mn 03-4: 09, 13 T3318 EX LIDEN 


Archibald Cambell, had. A bill cette 
to him from a relation at Madrafs for £200. 
Mr. Munro got it diſcounted for bim in 
April 1781. He endorſed that bill, and 
that bill only. He did not carry, but ſent 

the bill to the India-Houſe, Where it was 
| accepted. By. inſpection. he cannot ſay 
which is his hand- writing, the indorſements 
of his name are ſo ſimilar on both ſides, 
but is poſiti ve he only accepted one. On 
his croſs- examination only ſwears that his 


clerk brought him back an accepted 
bill. : 


D 2 George 
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. George Munro receiveda bill from Cam- 
bell; (the two bills produced in court) can aſ- : 
certain the bill given to him, from one cir- 5 
cumſtance, which is, that the i» ſunk when 
| he wrote upon it. The words written by 
'Y him were—of April £210. He delivered 
the bill to Mr. Crookſhanks in May 1782. : 
Had it from Mr. Cambell, and never had , 
any other bill of the kind. On being croſs | 
examined, ſaid he received the bill in March, 
and parted with it in May 1782. About 
twelve months after Mr. Smith brought : 
both bills to indentify them. If Mr. Smith : 
had brought the bill which was 10 3lorred | 
he ſhould have faid, he believed it was his 
hand-writing z ſwears poſitively to the re- : 
collection of the finking of the ink, He : 
wrote large, and deep, which might cauſe 
the ſinking. Is pofitive he received from 

Cambell, the bill he delivered to Crook- 

, ſhank, 


Jokes Crookſhank din a bill from 
Campbell for £.210 with intereſt at 5 per 
cent, in May, to get diſcounted. 12 re- 


=o 
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ceived but one bill, but cannot ſwear it to 
be that now ſhewn him. 


George Munro (again) will not poſi» 
tively ſay, but the bill might have been out 
of his poſſeſſion from March to May; it 
might have been at his bankers three or 
four days, or for a week at a time. 


1 100 Goddard 8 a bill he re- = 
_ ceived from Crookſhank with Ryland it 3 
was for L. 2 10— cannot identify the bill | 
never diſcounted any other bill on the ; 
Eaſt India Company. On his croſs-exa- 
mination, he ſaid he had frequently diſ- 
counted bills for Ryland ; his character is 
eminent for perfection and uprightneſs. 
He knows neither of the bills now in Court. 
Has propoſed bills to Ryland for ten, 
ſeven, and four thouſand pounds —always 

believed him honeſt and opulent. 


R. Holt is certain he accepted but one bill 
of the tenor and date of that in queſtion, but 
cannot ſay which of the bills it was. He 
had a written authority from the Court to 

accept 
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accept bills on the 29th of Auguſt, 178 1. 
The terms of acceptance were not written 
by him. Cannot ſwear to the day of ac- 
ceptance, but the bill is one of thoſe 
which lay for acceptance when he had the 
= order given him. It is the cuſtom” of 
. office to accept bills for the firſt court day 
after they are left at the office : if left on a 
Monday, they are accepted on Wedneſday. 
The acceptance in queſtion is included in 
the order. He has ſometimes accepted 
three hundred bills a day—thinks it im- 
poſlible that he could accept two of the 
fame tenor. When letters bring advice 
of bills, extracts are entered; ; the Dire&to's 
examine and refer to the Commiſſioners of 
Account, then hand the bills to them, read 
rhem twice, and they are checked by the 
3 Commiſſioners of Accounts. He is ſome- 
. times called away; but when it happens, 


Wl always locks up the bills in a drawer 
betore he goes. 


Croſs-wcainitiel e has a penſion of 
£.200 a year from the India Company, in 
conſequence of ' a diſorder in his bead. 


„ 


Bills are brought in numbers; they 
are brought in a kind of folio : the bills 
are lodged trom him ſometimes tor Months, 
as where there is no advice. After accep- 
tance, he puts the bills into a folio, to be 
delivered to the perſons who ſha!l call for 
them; they properly diſcribing them, no | 
matter who called, whether Johnny Nokes | 
or any one elſe; they get the Bills. As he 
does not know which is the bil! he a. cepzed, 
he cannot pofirively /wwear that he accepted 
either of the bills now produced to him 
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In anſwer to the Court ; he never ac- 
cepted bills without particular orders. 
The red mark in the bill- book authorizes 
him to accept; it is made immediately ̃ 
before acceptance, as the bills are read | 
over. EY 
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Homar, a clerk in the India-Houſe, | 
recollects a Bill brought 1 in April, knows 
it to be the bill from Na g7 being altered 
to 43, and ron his having written 
« this ſhouid be 43; Which on one bill is i 


— his manner of writing, on the othgr, 1 not. 
He 
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He alſo knows it from having ſewed it 
with a Number of other bil's of the ſame 
claſs, through the word, company. 
Court.— The other bills appear to have 
been ſewed too. 


He knows the bill he ſewed, by the pin- 
holes in it correſponding with the pin-holes 
in the others. He meaſured the diſtances 
with compaſſes, they all agree. (meaſured 
again in court) is clear the words © ninety 
ſeven ſhould be forty three is his writing in 
one bill, not it the other, 


Mr. Nightingale. —Mr. Ryland brought 
the bill to his Houſe on the 19th of Sep- 
tember 1782; knows the bill by the initi- 
als of his name W. N. and E. Ig upon 
the back. He indentified the bill. 


Mr. Hamerſly again.— He marked the 
dill, on its being rejected at the India- 


james Southern The bill now How 
him was put into his hands by Mr. Ha- 
merſiy; he proteſted i it for non payment, 

and 


E 


and it was marked by him I. S. 28th of 
April, 1783. ; 


William Harris, — There are two letters 
on the bill, he Zelieves are his writing. 
* believes Mr. Southern gave it him. 


James Whatman.— The paper on wide 
one of the bills is drawn, is of his manu- 
factory. The mould on which the paper 
was made, was received by him on the 
26th of February, 1780. The mould 
was not uſed till the end of December fol- 
lowing. It was worked with till the 27th 
of April, 1781, having then made 958 
reams. The firſt paper ſent to London, 
made on this mould, was on the 27th of 
April, 178 1. The paper of the bill was 
ſent after ; for at firſt the mould had re- 
ceived no injury: the ſecond parcel of pa- 
per was not ſent to London till May gd, 
1782; on part of which, he was certain, 
the bill was drawn. He ſhewed a ſheet 
made on the mould when injured, and 
which had a defect; and ſhewed the ſame 
defe& on the bill, obſerving, that the bill 
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nad A defect more than the ſheet. The 


water marks are the ſame in both. 


Mr. Homar, (again).—ls certain no 
other bill, except the two in queſtion, 
was preſented to the India-Houſe. Only 
one bill was objected to. Neither of the 
bills in queſtion were paid. No other bill 
of the ſame tenor was paid, nor lodged 
in the tin box at the Eafl-India Houſe. 


Richard Freeman knew the Priſoner 
from the beginning of April, a room be- 


ing taken for him in his houſe, and fur- 


iſhed by one Mr, Laurence. Mr. Ryland 
went by the name'of Jackſon : he ſent a 


 thoe down to be mended, on which was 


his name; he could not read it, but his 
wife did: on which he gave information 
to the officers of juſtice. Mrs. Freeman 
corroborated the evidence of her huſpand. 


Mr. Baily went with the juſtices people, to 
identify his perſon ; on entering the room, 


he heard a noiſe like the gurgling of water, 
and looking round, ſaw Mr. Ryland, with 


his throat cut, leaning over a white baſon, 5 
bleeding. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Nightingale declared he received 
the bill from Ryland on the 28th of April, 
1783 it was refuſed at the India-houſe, 
becauſe another bill, of the ſame tenor, 
had been paid that morning, He ſaid, 
Mr. Ryland had done buſineſs at his houſe 
for ſeyeral years, and he bad ſo good an 
opinion of his honour, and abilities, that, 
had he applied for two hundred pounds, 
he would have lent it him, on his bare 
Ward. | 


The evidence being gone through, the 
Clerk of the Arraigns read Mr. Ryland's 
defence ; which in e 1s as follows: 

That poverty, or knavery, were the 
parents of forgery; but he ſhould be able 
to ſhew, that neither of thoſe belonged to 
him: to ſupport this, he ſtated that, when 
in partnerſhip with Mr. Bryer, they had 
failed; and a commiſſion of bankruptcy 
was taken out: there was a deficiency; 
but he, having acquired ability, paid all 
the creditors full twenty ſhillings in the 

pound: : this circumſtance he was forced to 
| "= # urge; 
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urge ; and he hoped, what had long been 


the comfort, would now be the protector 
of his life. 


Poverty was the only cauſe which could 
induce the crime he was charged with; but 
he could convince the court, and jury, that, 
ſo far from being poor, he was really rich; 
and, though a commiſſion of bankruptcy 
had been taken out againſt him, he was 
amply able to pay twenty pounds for every 
wenty ſhillings claimed: his gracious So- 
vereign, who was the father of the arts, 
had conferred two hundred a year upon 
him; he was a proprietor of ſhares in the 
Liverpool water- works, to the amount of 

ſeven thouſand pounds; his ſtock in trade 
vas worth ten thouſand pounds; and the 
profits of his buſineſs produced two thou- 
ſand pounds a year, He had, for years, 
carried on the buſineſs of a diſcounter, 
without cenſure ; and in the courſe of this 
| buſineſs, the bill charged to be forged, 
came into his hands: it was given to him 
by one Haggiſton, for whom he diſcounted 
it, on the recommendation of a Mr. Ly- 
Mo dias, 
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dias, an agent, from America, who ap- 
peared to be a man of buſineſs: he had 
no doubt but the bill was genuine; but 
ſuppoſing it to be forged, it was no won- 
der he ſhould be canoe: on, when the 
ſervants of the Eaft-India Company could 
not diſcover the fraud: there bad been no 
proof given of his having uttered this bill 
with a fraudulent intent: and his reaſons 
for flying, he hoped would be ſatisfaftory, 

as being natural; he had ſearched for Hag- 
giſton, for faked days, without ſucceſs; 
and not finding him, in compliance with 
the tears and intreaties of a fond wife, he 

had retired, till Wann could be found. 


The attempt on his life bad brought 
upon him the imputation of criminality; 
but as God had ſpared him to repent, he 
truſted that the Jury would follow the 
benign example; and that inſanity would | 
not be conſidered as guilt, Till now his 
character had ſtood unimpeached ; they 
would not cruſh it by an evidence merely 
preſumptive ; in their hands he truſted 
With implicit confidence his character and 

fe: 


— — 
- _— 


— — — 1 — 
PP ³˙¹0¹ wm » ẽůꝛö̃ Ä a WAP 5 7 1 — 


— OE — en ee 
<> — 


proofs, 


1 | 
life: they would not blaſt the one, or 
ſacrifice the other, without ſubſtantial 
| ſ 
; ey 
After this, Mr. Peckham was going into 
particulars, but the Judge refuſed to hear 


evidence, except to general character. A 
great number of very reſpectable perſons 
gave Mr. Ryland a very high character, 


in regard to his opulence and integrity; 


and Mr. Rorke depofed, that he knew 
Mr. Lydias to have been acquainted with 


Mr. Ryland, and to have had money 


tranſactions with him. Mr. Juſtice Buller 
then gave a clear and impartial charge to 


the Jury, who in about thirteen minutes 


brought in their verdict, GviLTy of utter- 
ing with an intent to defraud, 


Mr. Ryland was dreſſed in a brown coat, 


white waiſtcoat, coloured filk ſtockings, 


and was without fetters: he appeared, 
during the trial, with the utmoſt com po- 
ſure, and heard the verdict pronounced 


with the utmoſt lortitude. 


The 


— 


l 
The morning this unhappy man, yet 
great artiſt, was to ſet forward towards 
that undiſcover d country, from whoſe bourn 
no traveller returns, he appeared] with the 
utmoſt compoſure, in the Pieſs-Yard, and 
took leave of a few, but reſpectable ac- 
quaintance: and after the uſual ceremony 
of thoſe geniuſſes who are properly qua- 
lified in fuch fort of buſineſs, was over, 
he went towards the door, where a perſon, 
with a Stentorian voice, called out, Mr. 
Ryland's coach ! with as mych vociferation, 
and ſelf-ſatisfaction, as if he was calling 
out at the Playhouſe, where the trifling 
reward of two-pence would have amply 


rewarded him for the dignity he intended 
to confer. | 


I am ſorry to think there are ſuch 
wretched ſort of beings in the world, who 
can make no diſtinction between the awful 
ſcene at one place, and ſtrange hubbub, 
confuſion, and diſſipation, at the other: the 
one ſhould be a leſſon againſt vice, and 
every kind of immorality; the other con- 
ſidered as the ſchool where theſe oppoſites 
are generally propagated. 


But 
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n 98 But to leave theſe reflections, and return 
1 o the alien — 


i} . Mr. Ryland, before he went into the 
la coach which was to convey him to his 
| everlaſiing home, with the tenderneſs of a 
father, took leave of a little girl, who was 
unconſcious of - what was idtended. But 

thoſe who'pretend to have any knowledge 


1 of Mr. Ryland's affairs, do not heſitate to 

1 ſay it was a natural daughter. Far be it 
i from the writer of this Narrative, to make 

i any reflection on Mr. Ryland's character 
jt from this trifling circumſtance : he only 

1 ſhews, that, though a married man, he had 
„ ſome follies to combat aguitif his virtues. 

| Having g got into the fatal N he 
js proceeded to the place of execution, amidit 

| a croud- of ſpectators which were hardly 
ſeen before. And, indeed, it might tax 

| the memory of two ages at leaſt to find a 

7 ſimilar example, where one of the firſt 

5 artiſts in the world, favoured by his So- 
1 vereign, applauded by the beſt judges, and 

N ; more particularly * by Fortune, 

| made 
1 

Il 

j / 


made ſo great a miſtake in his underſtande 
gs and came to be hanged. 


Mr. Ryland at laſt arriving at the place 

of execution, though not at the deſired 

port, waited rather longer than his fellows 

in ſorrow wiſhed to do. This is appre- 

hended to be more owing to the indulgence 

of the Sheriffs, than any ſuperior merit in 
the culprit, his crime being equal to the 

beſt or the worſt of them. 


But the horror of the ſcene cannot be 
deſcribed—The tremendous Author of all 
Things, at this awful period, bade his 
thunders to roll, his rain to deſcend, and 
his lightning to flaſh conviction on thoſe 
who act contrary to the laws of Gop and 
Man : the firſt is fixed in the ' breaſt of 
every man; and the latter muſt be from 
the ſame ſource, though a ſecondary means 
by which it binds: ſociety together, 


The violence of the above-mentioned 
ſtorm ſuſpended the awful ceremony up- 
wards of half an hour; during which time, 
1 | Mc 
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Mr. Ryland, and his unhappy fellows 
ſufferers, remained in the coaches allotted 


for them; while the miſerable wretches who 
had no friends, were expoſed to all the in- 


clemency of the weather, in open carts, 


The ftorm having abated, the officers of 


| Juſtice re-aflumed their buſineſs, and the 
_ unfortunate objects who were doomed to 


ſuffer, were all tied up to the fatal tree, ex- 


cept Mr. Ryland, who yet remained in his 


carriage. After about half an hour, ſpent 
in prayer by his tellow-ſufferers, the un- 


fortunate Mr. Ryland aſcended the cart, 
dreſſed in mourning, and ſtill preſerving 


the utmoſt fortitude z taking hold of the 


rope himſelf by which he was pinioned 


with the utmoſt compoſure. The execy- 
tioner having finiſhed the previous neceſ- 


ſary buſineſs of affixing the rope, the 


unhappy gentleman entered into converſa- 


tion with the Rev. Mr. Villette, for the ſpace 


of ten minutes, during which time he pre- 
ſerved a ſerenity of countenance that aſto- 
niſhed the numerous ſpectators ; after 


which he joined his fellow-ſufferers in 


finging a loud unn, imploring forgive- 
neſs 


neſs of that Deity they had fo juſtly of- 
kended, by violating his moſt holy pre- 
cepts: and now, having taken a moſt 
affectionate leave of each other, the caps 
were drawn over their faces, and the 
executioner had the whip ,in his hand, 
ready to give the fatal Nroke which was 
to put a period to their exiſtence, when he 
was ſtopped by the Sheriff (it is preſumed, 
by the defire of Mr. Ryland), and a white 
| handkerchief was taken from his pocket, 
and tied over his cap; which being done, 
they were inſtantly launched into eternity. 


RS 


ANECDOTES of Mr. RYLAND. 


[ HOUGH many people have wondered 
how Mr. Ryland could make away with Þ 
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| {o large an income as he is ſaid to have had, 
| and jufly imagined there muſt be ſome 
Wo ſecret ways which he had art enough to 
bh conceal, the following may ſerve to ſet 
| | e the matter beyond a doubt: 
He took a young woman, by the con- 
Iii lent of her parents, from the country, to 
" be a companion to his wife, and affiſt her 


in the management and care of the chil- 
dren, This young body, whoſe name we 
are not poſſeſſed of, was eſteemed a moſt 
agreeable perſon ; her face was remarkably 
beautiful. Such charms could not fail to 
make an impreſſion on the heart of this 
Delineator of perfection: he ſoon made 
_ overtures to her, which were accompanied 
with ſomething ſo prevailing, that ſhe 
foon agreed to his amorous advances; which 


U = in a ſhort time began to be ſo viſible, that 
| her removal was thought neceſſary. An 
| | apartment 
3 
; 
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apartment was provided for her in the moſt 
ſuperb ſtyle; and by her he had one child, 
if not more. This lady he was often 
with, and he ſupported her in the moſt 
expenſive manner; and ſhe lived up to all 
his extravagance. One of theſe ſort of 


connections was ſufficient to help off with 
10 inconſiderable ſum yearly. 


A few days billed the diſcovery of the | | 


forgery he ſuffered for, he ſolicited an emi- 
nent banker (who had often lent him mo- 
ney) to lend him £4,000. on an Eaſt India 
bill for £10,000. No doubt but this bill 
was of the ſame fabric. Could he have pre- 
vailed on this gentleman's credulity, he 
would, in all probability, have concealed 
the diſcovery ſome years longer; but the 
banker had ſhunned his company a conſi- 
derable time; though he often declared 
he knew no man whoſe company he pre- 
ferred to Ryland's, had he not continually 
wanted to borrow money, Surpriſing 
his diſtreſs ſhould always be ſo great, with 
ſo many advantages continual: y beſtowed. 


| on him. 5 
| Capt: 
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Capt. Rouſe having a deſire to purchaſe 
two hiſtorical pictures, painted by the 
celebrated Mr. Weſt, hiſtorical ainter to 
the King, commiſſioned Mr. Ryland to 
purchaſe them of Mr. Weſt, and agreed 
to pay him 20 per cent. on the ſum he 
bought them at; which not being a ſuffi- 
cient proſit, he charged the Captain double 
the price he paid Mr; Weſt, and received 
the full commiſſion on the whole money: 


The King told him, when a bankrupt, 
that if he acted as an honeſt man, his 
bounty ſhould be continued ; which was 

- accordingly done. 


| He ſolemnly declared that though he 
was charged with gaming, he never gamed,, 
nor did he ever ſee an EO table but once. 


The many fine plates he engraved is a 
confirmation of his induſtry. He worked 
great part of his time, while under confine- 
ment for the crime he ſuffered, and finding 
he could not live to finiſh engraving the 
plates in hand, he touched the proofs with 

| Incdlia- 
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India-ink, to enable his pupil to finiſh the 
engraving the better, for his widow and 
children. 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. WILLIAM 
WVNNERVL AND, who was executed 
on Friday, the 29th of Auguſt, 178 3, 
to Mr. FRANCIS DOoNALD80N, of 
Liverpool, dated Cell in Newgate, 
Sunday the 24th of Auguſt, _ 


My dear Friend, 


Brrokk I quit my earthly habitation 

for ever, I ſaid you ſhould hear from me 

by letter. And as that fate is inevitably 

fixed, and not a gleam of mercitul hope 
remains, I have calmly ſat me down to 
execute my nne | 


- Oh, Frank: it is a dreadful a in- 
deed to be tle" the ſentence of death to a 
| fixed period of time. Life, in that caſe, . 


becomes a weariſome burthen, and ancient 
Phi- 
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philoſophy almoſt riſes above modern na · 
ture, I could wiſh for inſtant annihilation, 
only that cool reflection gives time for the 
principles of religion to operate againſt 
that moſt wicked of all crimes, which 
madneſs once drove me to attempt. Now 
I ſhall meet the laſt executive vengeance 
of the law with fortitude. My mind 1s 
properly armed for the engagement; and 
you ſhall find that in me, a true ſenſe of 
morality conſtitutes the only . that 
can W a dying man. 


T he opinion of the world is now a trifle 
almoſt below conſideration. Praiſe or ca- 
lumny, a good name or a bad, are ſynoni- 
mous indifferences to me, becauſe they 
cannot, after Friday next, affect the part 
which is immortal. The ſoul, ſecured in 
its exiſtence, muſt then look with ſupe- 
riority over all terreſtrial conſiderations, 
and bid defiance to envy, hatred, and ma- 
lice. Believe me (and I Jie" now no 
reaſon to tell an untruth) I wiſh this hour 
was the hour of my everlaſting tranſlation. 

The bright beams of an hereafter ſhine in 


rays 


41 
zays of glory round my imagination, and I 
fong to leave this earthly night of doubt, 


for the open day of a glorious certainty 


above. 5 


Divorced from all ſublunary ideas of 
happineſs, and unfettered in my boſom, 
the ſentiments of my heart flow pure and 
uncorrupted. You may believe them as 


genuine truths falling from the lips of a 


man who has but a few days to live, I 


wiſh you to chertſh them in your recol- 
lection, and to inculcate them where you 


think they will ripen into ſerviceable fruif. 


The crime for which I ſuffer is as dan- 


gerous an offence to this country, as any 
vithin the catalogue of legal interdictions. 


It ſtrikes. at the vital part of commerce, 


and Carries with it. a poiſon moſt deadly to 


public credit. It is a crime unpardonable, 


and therefore never ſought mercy under 


he idea of Court intereſt. 1 looked for 
Royal favour through thoſe circumſtantials 
vhich indicated more the probability of 


innocence, than the certainty of guilt. 
e 
8 
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Partiality to myſelf might have more 
warmly painted the argument in ſupport of 
pardon, than the guardians of the law did 
in confidering from outward appearances, 
without any inward feeling. I do not ar. 
raign the gracious benevolence that has ſo 
long dignified the humanity of the Britiſh 
Crown. No—there Royalty receives con- 
ſtant luſtre from the diſtribution of mercy; 
and there the tears of the Sovereign have 
always accompanied the warrant of death. 
1 do not arraign the ſeat of judgment 
which pronounced my ſentence, becauſe 
juſtice acted againſt me, as it thought, for 
the beſt. I do not arraign my Jury, as! 
truſt they poſſeſſed the pureſt principles 0 
unbiaſſed men; and I have not aught to 
ſay againſt the witneſſes they, I am confi 
dent, ſwore as they thought 


The buſy tongue of ſcandal e ver takes 
opportunity to pick out all that is bad 1 
the character of men in my unfortunate 
circumſtance. Cold pity, in aſfiſtance, 
ſhowers down her ejaculating ſorrows for 
the fad cataſtrophe, and, by lamenting the 


man, 
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man, extends the propagation of bis ſup- 
poſed guilt. Theſe, J have ſaid, are mat- 
ters of indifference to me, as to myſe'f ;— 
but J have, and 1 ſhall leave behind, thoſe 
J love moſt dearly. They will feel every 
word that is ſaid—each ſyllable reſpecting 
my fame muſt be a dagger or a balſam to 
their breaſt, O, my friend, do you theres» 
fore watch and guard my name from ca- 


umny, and ſhield my unfortunate relicts 


from the ſhame that muſt attend the men- 


Ion of my fate. It is for them I am 
ſenfibly affeted—and they only give me 


. 


a pang at parting, Yes, thou beloved 
partner of my more happy days yes, 

my children, the man is conquered by the 
huſband, and ſubdued in the father! The 
Philoſopher ſhrinks from the moral Stoick ; 
and at the remembrance of thy names, 
nature burſts through her armour of reli- 


A vious heroiſm, and fmplifics what conjugal 


and. parental feelings are! 
When I look forward to Friday evening, 


and to that ſtate in which my immortal part 


may be, what a world of imaginary won- 
ders riſes to my view ! ! What doubts, what 
| uncer- 


yncertainties do J experience! and yet th 


tions? Is there not ſomething ſtronger 
than the breath of exiſtence, than the me. 
chaniſin of our bodies, to cauſe ſuch 


— r * — n _ 
- 7 3 — ů —³²ðÜ0 — 
— ——— ———— — — — — 
. 


„ mates eternity to man.“ Atheiſtical 
arguers may ſay, that man, in the hour of 


cooly, deliberately, and to an incontro— 
vertible certainty of opinion, that even the 


of my way of thinking; and when he con- 


very reaſoning on the ſubject is a con. 
viction of its rectitude. VV hy have I theſe 
thoughts ? — hy am I endowed with ſuch 
ſenſations ?—and why do I aſk theſe que: 


thoughts—man elſe is no more than: 
worm, to which the inf inct of Na ure 
gives apprebenſion for 1 its own preſervation, 
Yes, my confidence and belief ſoar to ano- 
ther world ; and even without the aſfiſtance 
of that g eat aid, the Goſpel, they tell me, 
as Shakſpeare finely expreſſes it, that 
<« the Givinity ſtirs within me, that Heaven 
« ;r{elf points out an hercafter, and inti. 


his departure from life, is frightened into 
the hope of an hereafter; but L am calm y, 


moſt logical reuſoner of the whole tribe is 


ſiders the pare: by which he is enabled to 
argue 
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argue on cauſes and effects, the very arms 
he uſes for defending kis doctrine, are the 
weapons by which it is cut into annihi- 
lation. 

As the world increaſes in years, ſo the 
children of men multiply in wickedneſs. 
Wealth creates eaſe, eaſe brings on luxury, 
luxury gives birth to extravagance, and 
extravagance is the parent of ruin. When 
the means are gone, methods are ſought to 
recover them; and hence it is that guilt is 
not alone confined to inherent indigence, 
and birthright plebeianiſm. The great as 
often err as the little; but gold conceals 
many a crime that poverty diſcovers. I 
mention this as a remark that has ſtruck 
me in reading the ſimple hiſtory of the. 
world, and which may be of ſervice, if 
| conſidered properly. Our clergymen ne- 

glect the diſcuſſion of natural infirmities, 
for the difficult taſk. of attempting to ex- 
plain the inexplicable texts of Holy Writ. 
By this means, they lead men into doubts, 
fears, aud apprehenſions, that often drive 
weak minds to enthuſiaſtic madneſs. We 
have examples by the hundred, and, what 
G > pe 18 


1 


is ſtill more alarming, they enereaſe every 
day, under the very eye of the epiſcopal 
heads of the pureſt Church that ever yet 
was eſtabliſhed. 


% 


Once more I recommend to your care 
and attention thoſe I have left behind. 
May the bleſſings of Frovidence attend 
you through every ſtage of life, and may 
you never know a misfortune to give you 
any thing like that ſenſation which I now 
feel ! b 
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